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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 


TITLE: METHODS OF INSTRUCTION IN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENTS OF 
CANADIAN UNIVERSITIES 


by R.W. Torrens: 
NOTES : 


This report, together with Orlikow's study of second- 
language teaching in provincial schools and Torrens study of 
teacher training institutions, provides a survey of second- 
language programs. 


In this report on Universities, Torrens comments on 
the emphasis on literature rather than oral competence. There 
is nothing to suggest that the language departments are training 
teachers of French. The report provides detailed information on 
course content and equipment; it does not analyse methods in 
detail. 


H.B. Neatby, 
Supervisor. 
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Shirty-two of the thirty-six universities included in this 
survey ask for some knowledge of a second Language as one of 


tisir admission requirements. The requirements vary considerably — 


both as to the dength of preperation and as to the second Saueeeen 


At soma universities the requirement varies from faculty to 
faculty and department to department. 

A large majority of universities specify some study of a 
second languages as one of the graduation requirements. Agair, 
there ls great variation in the lan guage oh Nea Bango 

A large proportion of university freshnen study French and 

| English at university whether or not these subjects are required 

for erafuation, The first-year course in some univer sities is 

& standard dee, Biven to all entering students without regard to 

their aptitude or Previous a achievement in the language in quentt en: 
Nineteen universities, however, have more than one first b-year 

| course in French and/or English and attempt te assign the student 

to @ courses geared to his ability and hig needs. | 

| Most university language departments offer a Major Programme 


which, in most cases, consists of four or five courses taken in 


8 period of two, three, or four years following the freshman year, 


/ Although Literature Ag emphasized in the. Major Programe, janguage 


' Jourses ere ineluded tos. Most of the ‘advanced courses are taught 


in the language being studied, 


i 
‘ = 
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Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/761119713774 


Programme 1a, brenueemitce English. ‘The programmes emphasize 


Literature very markedly. Most of the courses are taught in 


the lenguage being studied. The number of students registered 
in sesond-language Honours peaerontgg is, in many univers it ies, 
surprisingly emai | 

Oral fiuency is not a major aim of the second- language 
departments. Most universities offer conversation courses but 
in some only to Deine candidates in the extention 
Gepartments Such courses are not required by French or 
English departments in most Major or Honours Programmes . 

Language laboratories are general nowadays and work in the . 
28 Sees Er reee as part of various courses. Often, — 
however, this work is limited to ths courses of the first 
and second years. | en 

No Canadian university eee Gacetmnet requires its 


Major or Honour Students to spend a period of time in the 


milieu of the ‘Language being studied. This is raps even for 


the universities which operate summer schools or special 
programmes in the milisu in gussation. os 
Approximately two thirds of the English-speaking 
universities offer courses in French-Canadian iiterature. 
Thess courses are not required in the programmes of students 
specializing in French. Laval and Montreal poth offer a 


required course in English-Canadian literature. 
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Of the five hundred and thirty-seven fuli-time and part- 
time instructors of French in Canadian universities, two bundred 
and fifty-one are native speakers and ninety-two drtat neice in 
French Canada. Laval and Montreal have thirty-five native speakers 
in English department staffs which mumber ferty-one. 

Few language departments in Canadian universities have a 
provision for regulariy bringing visiting professors or exchenge 
professors to their CAMPUS o 

Most language departments sponsor, or ‘cooperate in sponsoring, 
extra-curricular activities whieh help develop oral fluency and 


eacourage an interest in and better understanding of the culture 


of the peoples whose lenguage is being taught. Whereas in the 


past Mrench departments presented programmes dealing minily 
with France, to-day French Canada is being emphasized more and mae. 
Universities could advance the ideal of bilingualism and bi-= 
culturalism in Oanada by expecting all applicants for admission 
to have a knowledge of both Engl ish and French and by reculred 
study of both these languages at the university level. They 
might attempt to insure more oral facility by encouraging an 
oral--aural approach in the teaching of French and/or English 
in the slementary school and in the high school and also by 
having all.university language courses taught in the lansuage 
baing studied. Conversation courses and courses in French ox 
English-Canadian literaturs should he mads available to all 


students,but should be required in the programmes of students 
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 RMajoring or honour ing, in French or English. | 


For students who intend to ee French or Engl ish there 


— be an ones aokveteneus test vefcare graduation and a 


required: ner i6a of residente in the milieu of the lenguage 
to be taught. 

A provision should be made for visiting professors and an 
exchange of professors between English-speaking and French- 
speaking universities. Student “assistants” ghould be appointed 
te assist in conversation courses and extra-curricular activities. 

Eventually, it would be desirable to have some courses in 


departments other than language departments taught in the 


second language in order bo encourage bilingualism. Exchange 


professors might be brought te a4 dampus specifically to teach 
such courses. 

Language departments should accept responsibility for help- 
ing to train and retrain teachers for oral--aural second-language 


programmes in the elementary @cheols and in the Secondary Schools. 


OF CANADIAN UNIVERSITIES* 


I. ADMISSION 


Canadian universities, 4f one may judge by their admission 
requirements, agree that some knowledge of a second language is 
an essential part of the aGademic background of their students. 
Only four (McGill, Montreal, Sir George Williams, The University 
of New Brunswick) of the thirty-six Meret ee Caraon completed 
the questicnnaire on AIMS AND MEPHODS oF INSTRUCTION IN LANGUAGE 
DEPARTMENTS OF CANADIAN UNIVERSITIES stated that no credit in a 
second language is required for admission. ‘Three of the four, 
however, do in fact have a sort of language requirement. Students 
registering at McGill must study the second language for tures 
years instead of two if they do not present Junior Matriculation 

for entrance. Montreal takes it for granted that most of the 
entering students will be graduates cf a collége classique, in 
which institution they will normally have studied a second 
language; it follows up this assumption by requiring French- 
speaking students to.pass a written examination in English and 


English-speaking students to pass a written examination in 


French before graduation. 


».. *For this project the departments to be studied are: French 
- departments of English-gpeaking universities, and English 
departments of French-speaking universities. : 


1 Acadia, Alberta, Bishop's, Brandon, U.B.C., Carleton, Dalhousie; 
Lakehead, Laurentian, Laval, Loyola, Manitoba, McGill, McMaster, 
Memorial, Moncton, Montreal, Mount Allison, U.N.B., Ottawa, 

Prince of Wales, Queen's, R.M.C., St. Dunstan's, St. Francis Kavier, 
St. Joseph's, St. Mary's, Seskatchewan, Sir George Williams, Toronto, 
Victoria, B.C., Waterloo, Waterloo Lutheran, U.W.0., Windsor, York. 
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Certain programmes’ at Sir George Wiliiems list a second language 
ag one of the required courses of the programe. Presumably, 
students registering for such a programme will come to the 
university prepared in the language in question. 

The languegs requirement for admission varies considerably 
from university to university. French is required by Loyola 
(four years), Moncton (two years for English-speaking students), 
Prince of Wales {four years), RoM-C. (Senior Matriculation), 

St. Dunstan's (four years), and St. Joseph's (four for English- 
speaking students. English is required for French-speaking 
students at Laval (certain faculties), Moncton (two years), 
Ottawa (four years), and St. Joseph's. Grade thirteen standing 
in one of the foreign languages is required by Carleton, McMaster, 
siden a Toronto, U.W.0., Waterloo, Waterloo Lutheran, and York. 
Matriculation’ in a foreign language is required by Acadia, 
Bishop's, Dalhousie, Manitoba, Mount Allison, St. Francis Xavier, 
and St.Mary's. Four years of a foreign language are required by 
aaae faculties of Brandon and Saskatchewan: three years by 
Alberta (certain faculties) and by Memorial. U.B.C. and 
Victoria meow two years. Lakehead, Laurentian and Windsor 
require a foreign language, but specify neither which one nor 
the number of years of credit. 

en teeta 

®epoengh in Engineering; Russian or German in Honours Chemistry. 


French, German, Spanish or Russian in Honours English. 


es berte - Grade 12; B.C. - Grade 13; Manitoba - Grade 123 
New Brunswick - Grade 12; Nova Scotla - Grade le; Newfoundland - 
Grade 11; Ontario - Grade 13; Prince Edward Island - Grade 12; 
Saskatchewan - Grade 14. 
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2. GRADUATION 


A large majority of Canadian universities list language 
study at university level as one requirement for eraduation. 
fhe requirement, in some instances, however, applies only to 
certain faculties or differs from programme to programme. 

RoM.C. requires three years; St.Mary's three for Arts, but 
only two for Science and one for Commerce. Dalhousie, which up 
to now hag required three years, will as of 1965-86 demand only 
one year beyond Senior Matriculation. Acadia, Memorial, McGill, 
St. Joseph’s, St.Francis Xavier specify two years of language 
study at B peeretty. Loyola requires two years for Arts ang 
one year for Science. U.B.C. lists two years of language study 
for Arts only. Ottawa demands two years beyond grade 12, 
Victoria demands two years for the B.A. and only one year ror 
the B.Se. Mount Allison requires two years for the B.A. and the 
B.Se. St Dunstan's lists two years for Commerce and one for 
Engineering. 

The following require one year of university language study: 
Carleton (Arts only); Lakehead (Arts only); Laurentian (except 
Science); McMaster (Arts); Moncton; Queen's (Arts only); 
Saskatchewan (Arts and Education}; Toronto; U.W.0. (Arts and 
Business); Waterloo LUtheran ; Windsor; York. Bishop's requires 

Latin and Greeis for Divinity and Freneh for Business Administration 
(dut permits Spanish or German if no French na taken before 
admiseion) . Laval eng ia competency in oral English for Science, 


Education, Forestry, and Agriculture; Montreal demands that 
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wo English-speaking candidates pass @ written ve ere in 

French, and trench- speaking wandidates pass a written examination 
in English before graduation; Prince GE lakes requires French 

in some programmes; sir George Williams. ey eee French for 
Engineering, Russian or German in Honours Chemistry, and French, 
German , Spanish or Russian in Honours English. 

No university language requirement exists at Alberta, Brandon, 
Manitoba, U.N.B., and Weterloo. Ie should be noted, however , 
that even in the absence of a langusge requirement approximately 
one third of the first-year students at Alberta took a course in 
French in 1964-65. At Manitoba, which @ropped its language 
requirement in 1964, approximately one halz of the first-year 
students registered for French and this does not represent & 
great drop from the registration figures of previous YEarae. 
UoN.B. which has neither an entrance requirement nor 4 graduation 
raquiremncnt in language has always had a sizeable registration in 


first-year university French. 


%, FIRST-YEAR COURSE 


A large proportion of first-year students present French 
(Bnglish in French-speaking universities) for university entrance 
ent continue the study of that languages for at least one year at 
university whether or not language study is required for } 
graduation. The nature of the first-year French course is, 


therefore, of particular interest to us. Just under half of the 
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Canadien pniversities he only one first-year course which 
is taken by ail Per tinen students registering for French no 
matter what ‘their high-school record in French may have been. 
This course may differ considerably from one university to another, 
but the general description "Composition, Literature, Oral Practice” 
seems to be very usual. Some substitute Grammar {a word which has 
become old-fashioned and unpopular in some linguistic circles) for 
Composition; some ineluade the mention of Civilization; others omit 
Oral Practice. Clearly, French departments of the universities in 
question are anxious to maintain and broaden the student's 
knowledge of the French language while introducing him to French 
literature--literature taught as such and not 4s extensive 
reading, comprehension, or a basis for oral practice. I assume 
that inescapably a literature teacher will be dealing, to some 
degree, with civilization. The teacher of a course whose 
description includes the term will put more conscious effort on 
the civilization aspect and will in most instances include 
eaben ial, on French art, music, histery, and social organization. 
Ninetesn of the thirty-six universities included in this survey 
have more than one first-year course and assign the student to a 
lass whose content and level of difficulty are suited So his 
aptitude and ability. Those students whose previous record shows 
real achievement and interest take & more advanced coursé@--in 
many instances one whieh concentrates on Literature o Tf? lanzuege 
study is included, 4% will be advanced and not merely @ review 


of pasiec grammar or elementary composition. Students who are not 
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ready to take the more advanced freshmen course will do a more 
elementary programme which in most cases is limited to extensive 
reading, grammar review, and remedial work. A few university 
language departments assume that if a student has shown little 
aptitude for language in high school, nis firsteyear university 
eourse will be terminal and should consist of an introduction to 
literature and civilization, omitting any formal language study. 
It is of course obvious that the study of any foreign literaturs 
in the original is to some extent a bie? of the language. In 
the first-year terminal courses of some universities, however, 
there will be little stre2s on and testing of language aa such. 


- 


4. MAJORS 


Whereas the number of students taking first or second-year 
language courses in Canadian universities is large, the number 
ehoosing to study more ajvanced courses is relatively gmail. 
Figures were unavailable for registration in advanced courses, 
other than for majors or for students taking honours; with the 
exception of conversation courses, it is safe to assume that 
most students who register for advanced language courses are 
specializing in the subject. 

Thivty Canadian untversities offer “major” programmes in 
second Janguages {Dalhousis, Laval, McMaster, Montreal, Prince 
of Wales, St,Dunstan’s do not). Memorial, one of the thirty, is 
offering guch a programme for the first time in 1965-66. It 
should be noted, boo, that Brandon and R.M-C., although offering 
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a major in the second language, had no studente registered in 
such @ programnes in 1964-65. Since courses taken by majors 

are also open to other students, and sines some language 
‘departments ao ot keep recoks of their majors, it is impessibie 
to give accurate figures for all sastitutions. The only 
universities having more than fifty students registered in major 
programmes in second languages in 1964-65 were Mount Allison (70); 
Toronto (244); U.B.C. (148); UoW.O. (79); Waterloo Lutheran (iso): 
and Windsor (105}. Some of the universities have as few as pix 
students registered. for major programmss in a second language. 

It must be remembered that.the length of a major programme is not 
the same in all universities. In some of them students select 

a major when they enter the university; in ecneras students choose 
a me Jor at she end of the first or even the second university year. 
Seven universities spread the major over four years; eighteen over 
three years, and five over two years. The number of courses 
-yequired for a major is usually four or five beyond the freshmen 
year. The major programme of most universities includes both 
janguage and literature courses with the latter recelving the 
greater emphasis. The more advanced of the courses are taught 
entirely or almost entirely in the language being studied but | 


this is not true of all untversities listed. 


5. HONOURS 


Twenty-four Canadian universities in 1964-65 offered French 


honours which in some universities was combined with another 
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subject--a dveal honours programms. gir George Williams and 
Victoria, B.C. will pean offering French honours jn 1965, 

and Ste Mary’s will do the same in 1966. (Brandon, Laurentian, 
Loyola, Prince of Wales, St.Dunstan's, ct Francis Xavier, 
st.Joseph's do not offer an honours programme in French). Laval 
offers an English honours programme and Montreal will begin offer- 
ing one in 1965. ALL these programmes ineLude both Languages and 
Literature courses. In most of them the emphasis is very markedly 
con literature. The language courses ars usually taught in the 
language being studied and the more advanced literature courses 
almost invariably are. 

The number of students taking French honours in many universities 
ig surprisingly small. Only six second-language departments had 
more than fifty students registered in the final three years or 
honours in 1964-65; for French there were McGill (50); McMaster 
(67); Queen's (77); UeWed. (83)3 Toronto (505). Laval had 55 


students registered in the final three years of English honours. 


6. CRAL FLUENCY 
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Oral fluency 4g not the major aim of second=languags programmes 


tn our universities. It is listed as a minor aim by Acadia, 


MeMaster, and U.B.C. Weterloo Lutheran insists on it for honour 
students. Toronto makes 1% an aim in first-ysar courses. Oral 
fluency is expected, although not listed as an aim, in many others. 
Courses in French gonversgation are offered by language departments 


in all universities except McGill, Prince of Wales, Saskatchewan, 
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and Waterloo. laurentian is beginning He) offer such a courses in 
1965. Bishop's, Dalhousie, Memorial, and Victoria do not offer 
conversation courses as such, but include conversation as part 

of certain language courses. The following offer French 
conversation courses but only in the extension department: 
Alberta, Brandon, Loyola, Manitoba, St.Mary's, Sir George Williams, 
U.B.C., Uol.B., York. Laval does not offer courses in English 
conversation and Montreal offers them only for students deficient 
in oral English. The extension departments of the majority of 
Canadian universities offer French conversation classes to their 
students and these classes are, in many instances, taught by 
regular uni sversity staff members. it should be noted that in 
many universities where conversation courses are offered, these 
-gourses. are not required ‘in major or honours programmes. 


To LABORATORIES 


Lériguage Laboratories are now practically universal. Of the | 
thirty-six Canadian universities reporting, only St. Dunstan's 
does not have a language laboratory » It does, however, expect 
to acquire one shortly. It should be noted that the laboratories 
at Brandon (10 vosttiicns ), Lakehead (4), Prince of Wales (6), 
are so small that they should perhaps be classed as experimental. 
Laboratory work is required in certain second-language courses 
at many universities--usually first or second-year languags 
_ gtudy=-but also in honours courses at some universities. The 


smount of time given to such work varies greatly, but in some 
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courses it is as high as one half of the time allotted to the 
course. As more space becomes available, Laboratory work will 

be required in.more courses. ‘In a few universities the positions — 
or places graivatis have now reached or are about to reach a 
figure which testifies to the importance attached to the work. 
Montreal (100), Windsor (96), Laval (290 as of September 1965), 


Western (113 as of September 1966). 


8. MILIEU 


A very high percentage of the students spectalizing in French 
{or English in the French-speaking universities) in Canadian 
universitiss are preparing to teach. Presumably they will teach 
French (or English), and showld be reasonably fiuent in that 
language. The only universities which gpeeifically require 
passing an orel achievement test are Lakehead and RoM.C. Laval 
requires students in Science, Forestry, Education and Agriculture 
to attain oral fluency in English. Laval's Faculty of Letters 
encourages atudents whe are specializing in English to spend ons, 
two or three summers in an English milieu. A few other universities 
ene OUrage second-language students to spend time before or arter 
graduation in the milieu of the languages eins: abudiad , but none 
reguires such residence. 

Toronto, at one tins, operated a French gummer school at 
Sillery, P.Q. Since 1960 it has offered a two-month summer 
goursge at St.Pierrs and Miquelon. The University of Western 
Ontario has, since 1955, conducted a summer course at Trois- 


Pistoles, P.q. This school, which was originally founded to permit 
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English-speaking students to study French in a French atmosphere , 
| nis now Pesateaad its scope, Since 1941 1% has also been offering 
courses in English for French-speaking students. Academic credit 

is given for certain work poth at St.Pierre and Miquelon and at 
Tyepis-Pistoles. A number of English-speaking universities will 
permit honour students to spend one year at a French university , 
and give equivalent credit for the year as part of their honours 
programme. Toronto has gone one step further and has set up an 
organized, supervized Srd-year honours programme at Strasbourg. 
Waterloo Lutheran has now announced an agreement to exchanges threa 
Srd-year honours lenguege students with Laval. The students wi 12 
return at the end of the exchange year and will complete the 
language programme at their original university. Rob.G- each year 
sends art students taking Sra and 4th-year French to Quebec for 4 
period of three weeks. Supervizsd by two regular eLafr members , 
they have three lecture hours per day and organized excursions 
every afternoon. Victoria, B.C. has just established a new summer 
programme which 4s somewhat the reverse of the preceding. In an | 
‘attempt to pring the milieu to the student, it hss orgenized La 
Maison Francaise of the University of Victoria, Laval Universi ty 
staff will direct all activities at the FRENCH RESIDENCE and will 
give all the instruction incluged in the month's programme. This 
venture is intended ag a refresher course for teachers as well as 
an opportunity for students to develop oral facility. 

A number of faculty maubers of various universities have, 
from time to time, organized or conducted summer study abroad 


for groups of second-len guage students. These are sometimes 
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connected | With prgenizelions such as Classrooms, A Abroad or tne 


Students’ International Travel Association or they may de an 


ee NRT ATH EEE IN NC ILENE 


individual enterprize such as the six weeks non-credit Summer 
in France Programme conducted by Professor Thibault of Windsor 
University. 

Few, if any, present-day Snstructors in modern languages 
would say that oral facility in the language taught is unimportant 
and surely they would all agree thet such facility is best 
developed by residence in the native milieu. -It would also be 
guickly admitted that such residence is very important for 4 
more complete understanding of the culture being studied. The 
fact that second-language dapartments do not require their 
students (future Language teachers) to spend a reasonable period 
of time in the cdex milieu requires explanation. Even ~nose 
universities which sponsor summer lenguage courses or which have 
set up exchange programmes with French universities do not require 
their students to take these courses OF to participate in thege 
Programmes o The veason of course is an economic one. Many 
students. must work @uring the summer to help pay their uni veralty 
expenses. Pew can afford the sxpense of a shird year abroad. 
The requirement of residence in the foreign milieu would 
automatically exclude a certain number of students who otherwise 
would ghics a language major or a language honours Programe . 

Scholarships or fellowships in large number are needed to 
make possible the foreign residence requirement which should 
ideally be insisted upon for all modern foreign-language teachers 


who are not native speakers. An extensive system of student 


7 ; 


- 
~~ 


Ny fT $' Pires sta 5 aa 


“ROabali Ro. 
; he Uy home om 
ile 


ran 


iat 


‘s MN titeialnee ws 
Pe : i dn a 


Bi fre ae -T 
ry Ar saline 


snd: "4 ie qn , 


j "= 


~_ “or . 
49) dee 2 LB) - a4 
a 


a . , é it ; tS 4 Ps ‘ fy : J 
obiet eidanéese pn TE . vee “s 


*. ha 
7) aa aw aye 


i Banh 


rt i. cTier | 


a 
old. en Reece 


y ite rym, © : of 
Sfexot exz 


ap os 
Be te D Durte 


Yo ; anf ie 103 

7, ; x i ile g 

<i te se) i : A 
w0" tq PeeNo: ft 


— 


; 
* 6% Ses 200 ons redwua eget” i 


cathayn radi is 5 
fF Me a gee tae ce a 


Pu tee 


exchanges bétweén French-speaking aad ngiish-epeaking univer- 
sities should also be arranged and put into operation. The } 
cooperation of provincial governments and departments of 
education TRH be sought, but the universities thenselves 
should take the responsibility for setting up the exchange ap- 
paratus. Language departments should also investigate the offer 
made by the International Student Information Service**to find 
Siptoyndut WBroad for students either for the summer or for 4 
year. Under certain conditions, a summer job abroad could be 

a very important educational experience offering even more 


advantages than a period of study abroad. — 
9. FRENCH-CANADIAN LITERATURE 


Twenty-three of the thirty-six universities surveyed offered 
one oF more courses in French-Canadian literature. Alberta, 
Manitoba, and St.Mary's are introducing French-Canadian 
literature in their program peginning in 1365. Brandon 1uverde 
to do so at a Later date. Acadia, Montreal, Prince of Wales , 

Sst .Dunatan’s, St.Francis Xavier, Waterloo and Victoria do not 
have such a course. Carleton, MeGill, Ottawa, Queen's, Toronto, 
U.B.Co, UNBo, UWO. offer French-Canadian literature both 


at the undergraduate and at the graduate level. It is required 
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“*i5cated in Brussels, Belgium; represented in North America 
by International Student Travel Centre, 
39 Cortlandt Street, New York 10007 
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either in the major or in the honours programme of only ten 
university anenecs departments o French-Canadian content is 
ineluded in a survey of French literature only at Moneten, 
Ottawa, St.Franeis and St Joseph's. Laval and Montreal both 
offer a required course in English-Canadian literature. 

Even though wécent years have brought a greater interest 
in the literature of Franch Canada, 4% must be admitted that in 
many quarters there is still a rather condescending attitude 
foward it. Too often French-Canadian tart ate is compared to 
the literature of France and found inferior. Esthetic con- | 
siderations alone have been given attention, and since there 
ian*t time to study sverything, there 4g a tendency to concern 
ourselves only with the “best”. We have perhaps been thinking 
of literature in too narrow a sense. If we aceept it as the 
expression of the aspirations, attitudes and frustrations of 
a people, we may well conclude that French-Canadian literature 
should be an essential part of the aducational programme of all 
Canadians. 

Only Toronto lists its French-Canadian library holdings as 
excellent. Bishop’s, Carleton, Queen's, and U.B.C. rate theirs 
as good. Twelve universities consider their holdings as mors 
or less adequate. Seventeen admit that theirs are definitely 
poor or very poor. There is, however, &@ very evident increase 
of interest in French-Canadian literature and a desire to 
“improve holdings in this field. Unfortunately, a number or the 
earlier basic texts are out of print and leas gome publisher 


is willing to undertake an extensive reprinting programme, 
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university libraries will have great difficuity filling in gaps 
in the early period. Laval considers its library holdings in 
English-Canadian literature inadequate; Montreal, on the other 


hand, finds its holdings adequate. 


10. GRADUATE STUDIES 
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Fifteen Canadian universities had candidates working for an 
M.A. Gegree in French in 1964-65. Only eight of these, however, 
nad ten or more such registrants: Ottawa (53); Toronto (37); 
woG41l (25); UeBCo (16); UoW.0. (16); McMaster (14); Alberta (11); 
Manitoba (10). Seven universities had candidates working for the 
Ph.D. in French during 1964-65: McGill (27); Toronto (22); 
U.WoO. (10); Ottawa (6); Manitoba (35); U.BC. (3); Alberta (2). 
Those graduate students presently writing a thesis on a subject 
treating French-Canadian Literature are distributed as follows: 
Ottawa (16); Manitoba (1); Queen's (1); Toronto (1). In the 
past five years the following Canadian universities have ace= 
cepted theses or dissertations each with a French-Canadian 
subject: Ottawa (M.A. 15; PhD. 2); UoWeO. (MoAo 3; PheDe 1); 
UeB.C. (MA. 2); Carleton (M.A. 1)- 

Laval has four theses being prepared in English-Canadian 
literature; Montreal six. During the paat five years, Montreal 
has accepted three M.A. theses and one Ph.D. @issertation in 


this field. 
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There are 594 full-time teachers in the French departments 
or piwfante ilaatiags or modern-language departments) of the 36 
Canadian universities studied. In a few instances these 
instructors teach another modern language in addition to French, 
or rather than French, but this number heenbt large enough to be 
significant. The French Departments represented also have 145 
part-time teachers. Of the 537 instructors Listed, 251 are native 
speakers and 92 of these came from French Canada. A number of the 
universities stated that they would be glad to employ French 
Canadians if any properly qualified candidates could be persuaded 
to accept posit‘ons with then. Rightly or wrongly, the opinion 
exists in many areas that French-Canadian scholars are seldom 
willing to leave French Ganada to settle or work in Eng. ish- 
speaking universities. 

Laval and Montreal reported nineteen full-time staff members 
and twenty-two part-time teachers in their departments of 


English. Thirty-five of these are native speakers. 


12. VISITING PROFESSORS 


Very few language departments of our universities have a 
regular provision for inviting professors from other universities 
or other countries to spend a semester or 4 year on their campus. 
Toronte has for some considerable time appointed a visiting 
professor to spend one semester each year in its French Department. 
The visitor has normally come from France. The Department of 


Komanee Languages of the University of Western Ontario has, for 
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three years, brought one or two professors from the United 
Kingdom to spend a year in Canada's London. It plans to doring, 
in ‘we immediate future , visiting professors from France and 
French Canada. Mount Alligon and U.B.C. make a practice of 
inviting visiting professors for summer sessions. Modern 
Languege Departments at Victoria, Waterloo Lutheran and Windsaer 
report provisions for visiting professors, but details are not 
known. | fe 

Potentially, there is tremendous value in cross-fertilization, 
4n an exchenge of scholarly points of view and interpretation, 
$n the discussion of methods, problems, and attitudes. Teaching 
staff and students both benefit in many ways from the presence 
of visiting professors on campus. Canadian universities should 


seek a way to make such visits possible on a regular and extensive 


basis. Exchanges of profeasors between universities, voth at 
home and abroad, would be even more valuable and advantageous o 
The mechanics of orgenizing such exchanges and the obstacles to 
be overcome should be studied actively and vigorously by 
niversit ies, professional associations and departments of 


education. This is one very practical way to encourage bi- 


eulturaliem and multi-culturalism in this country. 


3. EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 


~- 


Language departments in all thirty-six unive a except 


curricular activities intended to increase opportunities for 


oral practice and ¢ comprehension or to develop greater awareness 
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and understanding of the culture in question, be it French, 
French-Canadian, Eoglish or other. Language clubs are almos% 
universa2 but, in addition, some second-language departments 
organize ex sponsor concerts, plays, film showings, special 
lectures, gingsongs, revues. in some centres , university depart- 


ments have joined with a local Alliance Frangaise or similar 


groups in sponsoring cultural activities of interest and profit 


to both staff and students. Until recently, the extra-curricuiar 


activities tended to concentrate on cultural achievements or 


interests of France and to neglect those cf French Canada. In 


many centres there is now a tendency to emphasize French Canada 


or to strike a better balance. 

| Certain university departments are beginning to enlist the 
help of French-Canadian neighbours in promoting cultural activities. 
Gne very effective experiment was carried out last year in Edmonton 
where members of the university Prench staff secured the co- 
eperation of the Parlez-vous Club. A group of thirty-siz French 
Canadians, organized in a number of units, held regular meetings 
at St. Joseph's College on the Alberta campus all during the 


academic year. Two hundred and fifty English-speaking Canedians 


were divided into elementary, intermediate, and advanced groups 


for conversation practices. They also enjoyed evenings of songs 
and filme. The fact that one hundred and fifty of those who 
originally joined the programme attended the meetings faithfuriy 
throughout the year will speak eloqusntly for the effectivensss 


of the organization and the usefulness of the meetings. 
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A pumber of campuses are fortunate in having a Maison 
Francaise where @ small number of major or honour students may 
live, Usually these students are required to use French 
exclusively while in residences and thus they have an excellent 
opportunity for developing fluency. The Maison Francaise 
ip eae a centre for French cultural activities on the canpus 
and provides an ideal meeting place for campus clubs. Special 
Lectures and other programmes may be scheduled there, mking 
arrangements easy and an audience more readily available. 
fhe University of Alberta (Edmonton) bas now opened a Maison 
Pranco-canadienne to provide offices and meeting rooms for 


appropriate student activities. 
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CONCLUSIONS SLONS AND REVO seen 


There may be ac fully accepted definition of bilinszualisn, 
hut certainly a bilingual person would be expected to have, in 
addition to adequate knowledge of his mother tongue, certain 
minimum attainments in 4 second language. He should be able to 
understand the second language when he hears it spoken, and he 
should be able to make himseif understood when he speaks it. 

We would hope, in addition, that he could read, with reasonable 
understanding, passages ef moderate difficulty in the second 
language, and that he could express at least common every-day 
communications in written form with some correctness. 

T am assuming that a high degree of bilingualism would make 
an important contribution to the good health and unity of Canada. 
Tam also assuming that we mist insist that French and English 
should be the two languages Canadians should learn first. 
Caneadisn universities and their language departments could make 
a much greater effort than they are now making to increass bie 
Lingualism in this country - 

University faculties must of course accept the products of 
the elementary and secondary schools of the country. They must 
‘build on whatever foundations have been laid in the earlier 
training, yot to soms extent they influence the early training 
of their students. Secondary gchools are sensitive to university 
requirements and, where possible, shape thelr programmes So meet 
those requirements. Most departments of education have curriculum 


committees and/or prescription committees which plan cours6s, 
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programmes , methods, and select texts for the schools under 

their jurisdiction. Almost 311 of these committees have 

university representatives who have the opportunity to make 

‘heir views known and to influence decisions and directions. 

University language departments also play a part in the training 

of many of the teachers for the Lower schools and their departments 

bear the prime responsibility for the major and honour courses 

saken by future language specialists. Their aims, methods, concepts 

and values are a very important influence on their students. 
Universities which support the ideal of a bilingual Canada 

and accept responsibility for bringing this country closer to 


thet ideal might require ail applicants for admission to have 


' acquired a certain level of competency in both English and French. 


They might also require that language training be part of each 
student's university course. If we reach the point some years 
hence of being sure that all university applicants are adequately 
bilingual, the required university course or courses might then 
ve devoted entirely to literature and civilization and taught 
entirely in a second language. At the present time, university 
freshmen in general are ill-prepared in language. The nost that 
one can say is that they have some facility in reading. Only 
those with unusual aptitude are prepared to undertake & challenging 
university course in either language or Literature. 

University members of curriculum or prescription committees 
should stress the need for an oral-aural approach in the gecond= 


language programmes of elementary and secondary schools. 


= oy 
‘ * sil i if eae ray 
ay ‘ 
os 


tn far too many schools, particularly in the Atlantic 
provinces, students get neither adequate training in pro- 
nunciation nor opportunities for oral practice. In fact some 
are taught largely by the speliing method and hardly hear the 
geconad language pronounced at all. 

Ideally, language training in both French and English should 
pe begun in kindergarten or Grade I in all schools, for all 
pupils. The study of both languages should be continued in an 
unbroken sequential programme until the end of secondary school. 

As the teaching of the second language becomes more common in 
elementary school, or junior high school, it is important %O 
ensure integration of the work at the various levels of {nstruction 
ana to ensure an integrated sequential programme. Often in the 
past there has been no coordination, and some students who began 
the study of the second language in the lower grades have had to 
pegin all over again when they reached high school. In many 
instances lack of integration has meant much waste of time, 
frustration, and killing of interest. In 4 few centres where 
the second language is taught at both the elementary and 
secondary level, a director or coordinator has been appointed. 
This is a progressive step which should be copled wherever possible. 

University language departments for the present and certainly 
until the graduate of the gecondary school can be expected to be 
reasonably fluent, should emphasize the oral-aural approach in 
language classes. Insistence should be placed on teaching in 
the language being studied all courses in the gecond languags 


whether the content be languages, literature or civilization. 
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Conversation courses should be made available to all 
university students whether Secned they are specializing in 
@ second language. To promote biculturalisn, which should go 
hand in hand with bilingualism, courses in Freneh-Canadian 
literature and English-Canadian literature should be part of 
the regular offerings of the appropriate department and should 
be available to all. They should become & required part of 4 
major or honours programme. 

Universities which are not situated in ere: areas should 
enable the second-language departments to appoint to their staff 
a goodly proportion of native speakers, either as visitors or as 
permanent appointees. They should also attempt more and more to 
set up a system of exchanges between French-speaking and English- 
speaking universities. Another valuable contribution might be 
the appointment of a number of tassistants” who can assist with 
Peay orsation eourses and help with extra-curricular activities 
which promote further inherest in the language and culture being 
gtudied. | 

For majors, and for students who intend to teach the aecond 
janguage after graduation, there should be both a required oral 
achievement test, quite independent of regular courses examinations, 
and, in addition, insistence on @ period of residence in the milieu 
of the language to be taught. A year or an equivalent number of 
summers is indispensable to ensure the required fluency and an 
adequate rnowLedge of the cultural background . 

When an adequate degree of vilingualism can be expected of at 


Canadian university students, one or more courses in departments’ 
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other than language departments might be offered in the 
second language. This possibility is not as remote as some 
might think. A recent announcement from RoM.C. states that 


beginning in 1965-66, all English-speaking cadets will be 


required to pass at least one subject of the Srd year course 


entirely in the French language. The chosen subject will be 
taken with Prench lectures and examinations. French-speaking 
eadets will be required to take one of their subjects in 
English. When conditions permit, one can imagine this being 
done in other S aeeratr ice: for example, in history, geography, 


sociology or mathematics. Visiting staff might be the appropriate 


dAnstructorg to give such courses and staff exchanges might be 


arranged with this in mind. 

Tt is evident that many more language teachers WL1li be 
needed and many present teachers will have to be retrained if 
teaching of the second language begins early in the schooling 
of all students, end if an oral-aural euphasis is given to the 
programms in elementary and secondary achoois. The Ontario 
Curriculum Institute’s Modern Language Committee studied this 
problem and recommended several ways to increase the supply of 
properly qualified teachers: One recommendation is that Preach 
be included as a subject of study, on the same basis as other 


subjects, in the programme of teachsrs’ colleges and in the 


ce GREEDY ERALT ELAR LIE LN LY IAS SALE ES : 


°opeench as a Second Language: The Ontario Curriculum Institute, 
——— Toronto, 1963 
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elementary certificate programmes of faculties of education. 

A second recommendation is that intensive summer programmes 

in oral French be offered to train elementary school classroom 
teachers for effective participation under the direction of 
specialists in an oral programme of French in elementary schools. 
The institute itself organized a pilot course which was given on 
the campus of the University of Western Ontario in the summer of 
1964 for a group of twenty-four slementary school teachers. The 
organization and results of this course are described in detail 
4n Appendix Three of Interin Report Number Two of the Modern 
Language Committee (March 1965). 

Language departments could both independently and in ¢o- 
operation with departments of education, colleges of education, 
teachers’ colleges, and school poards, offer special courses for 
the training or retraining of teachers who could participate 
effectively in oral-aural second-language programmes in 
elementary ahd secondary schools. 

Yt is unnecessary to stress that the implementation of the 
recomuendations made in this report would take a great @eal 
of time and money. It geens fair to conclude, however, that 
if the ideal of bilingualism and biculturalism is important 


enough to Canada, no amount of time nor money should be judged 


too great. 
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An Assessment of the Aims and Methods of Instruction in | 


Language Departments of Canadian Universities. * 


An attempt will be made, by means of a questionnaire, 


followed by personal interviews at various Canadian universities, 


ua secure astailed information about the courses offered ie the 


The following information will be sought: 


--Are certain courses offered by the departments in question 
required Por graduation? If so, what is the nature of these 

-———s gourses? «At what level are they? 

~-ALG the departments concerned particularly clas PRRROSALORe 


a, preparation? If so, for what profession (teaching, civil 


service, communications)? 


--What is the emphasis in the courses offered bad the department? 


Linguistic, literary, cultural? 


--Does she department offer a major to students in the enerne 


Course programme? What constitutes a major? A 


‘f _-Does the éepartment offer an Honours Course programe? What 
ve ' ; | i 
sourses are required in this programms? es 


7 


--Are all the courses offered by the department taught in the 


language being studied? If not all, are. some taught an ine : 


language? Which ones? — | x " ca 2 hen ie 
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ou Appendix I. 


--What is the standard of oral competence demanded in the 
courses of the department? Is an oral achievement test 
required befare graduation? | 

--Does the department offer conversation courses? Are they 
required or optional? Is university credit given for then? 
Are such courses available for adult special students? 

--Does the department offer courses in French-Canadian Lit erature 
(or Engligh-Caneadian literature) at the undergraduate level? 
How many? Are they optional or compulsory? Ars the libpary 
holdings in this field adequate? What proportion of the 
gsiudents registering in the department take courses in this 
field? 

--Do general survey of literature courses offered by the 
department include French-Canadian literature (or Engi ish- 
Canadian literature)? If so, what proportion of the courses 

4n question is devoted to this field? 

--Does the department offer courses in linguistics, stylistics, 
or philclogy? A% what level? 

--ts a languege leboratory part of the language department's 
equipment? If so, how many places are provided? Is work in 
the laboratory required in connection with department courses? 

--Has the department built up a tape library? Who makes the 
tapes used in the laboratory work? 

.-Ts residence in the milieu of the language being studied 
required for graduation in any Honours Programme or Generel 
Programmes? If So, what is the length of such residence? 


What are the conditions leid. down by the university for such 
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residence? How much credit is given by the university 
ror such approved residence? 

--What special arrangements are made for freshmen who have 
qualifications higher or lower than the average? Are 
special sections provided for them? Are they expected to 
work at a different level? To do work of a different kind? 

=-Doss the department sponsor extracurricular activities such 
as language clubs, special lectures, concerts, dramatic 
performances, special summer courses? Do these activities 
reflect in any degree an attempts to increase the student's 
awareness of the culture of French or English Canada? 

--What is the proportion of native speakers on the department 
staff? How many of these native speakers are Ffrench= 
Canadian (or English-Canadian)? Does the department hare 
any provision for visiting professors or exchange professors 
whe might be native speakers? 

--Does the department offer graduate courses in French-Canadian 
literature (or English-Canadian Literature)? 

--How many candidates are now working in the department for a 
Master's Degres? Mow many for a Doctor's Degree? How many 
of these are working in the field of French-Canadien literature 

{inglish-Canadian Literature)? How many Graduate Theses in the 
field of French-Canadian literature (English-Canadian 
iiterature) have been completed in the past five years for 
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at other universities or to do research in foreign librerics? 


-«Does the department influence the curriculum in high schools 


4 liaison between the department and the high schools or o” 
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